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5 1 am the | Good Shepherd. 


NN H 0 E v E R is acquainted with the 
w & Scriptures know, that in all Ages the 
Lord has been called the Shepherd 9 of his 

WKY vo People, and his Churches have conſtant- 
ly been looked upon as his Flocks. He led Ifrael 
through the Wilderneſs like as a Shepherd his Flack ; 5 el 
led them like a Flock of Sheep by the Hands of Moſes 
and Aaron. This was ſaid of him of old, He /hall 

| feed his Flack like a Shepherd, He ſhall carry "the Lambs 
in his Boſom, and gently lad them that are big with 
Dung. And again, As a Shepherd ſeeketh out his 
Flock, in the Day that he is among his Sheep that are 
ſcattered, ſo will J ſeek out my Sheep and deliver them 
out of all Places where they have been ſcattered. I will 
feed them in a good Paſture, they ſhall lie in a good Fold. 
I will feed my Flock, and I will cauſe them to lie down 
ſaith the Lord God. In the Days of {frael's Journey 
through the Lands of the Deſart, they were led in- 
deed like Sheep, and the tender Care of God over 
them was like that of a Shepherd, and their whole 
Journey from Egypt to Canaan became like the reſt 
of the Jewiſh Oeconomy, a Shadow of ſome better 
— | A 2 Thing. 
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p T Thing, namely, the Saviour's 1 . over 

inners, who from the Time of their leaving 

the oe Gard of Eden had wandered like Sheep in the 

: wide World and were loſt. Al] we like Shep þ had 
= gone aſtray, we had turned every one to his own Way, 
== then the Lord humbled himſelf to be the des 

and ſought us out according to the Prophecies 

which I have mentioned; and as he brought out 

his choſen People and 2 his Elect from their 
Bondage in Egypt like a Flock, with a high Hand 


and with a ſtretched- out Arm, fo did he find us 


* groaning under the Iron Voke of Sin, and Bondſ- 
” men to Satan, when he came into our ſpiritual E- 
= yt, where be alſo was crucified, and there with his 
|. Hands ftretched out he obtained and wrought our 
2 | Deliverance, and like a good Shepherd laid down his 
| ; _ de r his Sheep; and now has he his Church like 
g ck who are following their Shepherd, and re- 
turning out of all Countries and Places back to the 
Mount Sion with everlaſting Foy upon their Heads; 
and though all do not go up in the ſame Compa- 
ny, nor perhaps will till the laſt Days, yet are WE 
but one Fold and under one Shepherd. 
The Time would fail me to ſpeak much of his 
tender Dealings with his ancient People; how he 
watched them and led them as a Shepherd, nor 
| over-drove his Flocks, nor ſuffered them to mingle 
with others, but was round about them with his 


them lie down and reſt ſafely ; or how he fed them 
from above with Manna, and claye and dug Springs 
for them in the Rock, of which Moſes and the 
Pſalms are full. But I will mention ſomething of 
David, who was one of the chiefeſt Types of 

Chri it, and by whoſe Name (to ſignify He hows 


everlaſting Arms like a Wall of Fire, to make 
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RE tb +, re aoyas: 
be his very fleſh and Blood) our Saviour is ſo fre- 
| . quently called in the Prophets 
| David was once a Shepherd, as Maſes had been, 
| before God took him from watching the Ewes to 


lead his People, and both theſe Shepherds had per- 


| | haps learned in their Office with their Flocks, many | 
| Things neceſlary for their higher Office, when te Jl 
became Shepherds of God's own purchaſed Flock, | 
the Souls of Men; and thus the Apoſtles the ſame; | 
for their Toil and waiting in all Seaſons and 
Weathers to catch Fiſh, was helpful to them when _ 
Feſus made them Fiſhers of Men. But in David 
this efpecially was remarkable, that when he was 
Keeping his Father's Sheep there came a Lion and a 
Bear and took a Lamb out of the Flick. Now he did 
not fly in the Danger, nor light the Loſs becauſe it 
was but a Lamb, (for he might have thought, it 
zs but one, and it is better twenty Lambs be car- 
ried away than I riſque 2 Life, but he thought 
otherwiſe) no, he purſued the Lion and the Bear, and 
| when they roſe againſt him he ſlew them, and took the 
Lamb away, and brought it back ſafe. Herein his 
Value for his Sheep, his Care of his Father's Flock, 
and his Bravery were evident, and this made him 
a lively Picture of his God and Son our Lord Jeſus 
+" Le] | tos I | 
"4 this manner our Saviour, in a certain Parable, bh 
ſpeaks of the Salvation; he ſaith, 4 Shepherd who | 
had an hundred Sheep and loſt one, left the ninety and : 20 | 


nine in the Wilderneſs, and went out to ſeck that he 
bad bit, and did not end his Search or give up his 
Care and return till he had found it, and then he laid 
it upon his Shoulders and brought it home reoicing. aff 
Afterwards he acquainted all his Friends and Neigh= WY 
bours of it, namely, that he had found the Sheep * 
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3 7 bift, and was more glad about that one than TE 
of all the reſt that went not aſtray. This he ſpake 


of Himſelf, for He is that Good Shepherd who kept 


his Father's innumerable Flocks, and when the De- 
vi like a roaring Lion had ſeized one, namely, the 
Human Race, which, however great in our Eyes, 


to him muſt be only like one Lamb out of an hun- 


dred, and leſs, ſince all the Nations of the Earth to 
Him are like a Drop of the Bucket : He did not think, 
Tuſh! it is only one Lamb, it is but one World, I can 
make me many with a Word ſpeaking, nor did he 


flight his Loſs, and let it paſs unheeded, as if it was 
far better for ten thouſand Worlds to periſh than he 


to venture his Life, and undergo Pain and Danger; 
no, he aroſe from his everlaſting Throne willingly, 
and fo infinitely he valued us, ſo faithful was he to 
his Father's Flock, and fo tender and loving to us 
that were loſt, that he left all the Worlds above, 
parted as it were with the ninety and nine, and 
came a far Journey of thirty Years and upwards, and 
when he had found us we were in the Mouth of the 


Lion, and in the Paw of the Bear, torn, and polluted, 
and ſpoiled, and not worth his Notice, yet he 


attacked the Enemy, and in Righteouſneſs made War ; 


He wreſtled till his Sweat was lite great Drops of 
Blood falling down to the Ground; nor did he give 


over till he had no whole Part, from the Crown of 
his Head to the Sole of his Foot, but was bruiſed 


and fore ſmitten in Body and Soul; nor yet did he 


5 till in his laſt dying Pangs he caught the Bear, 


eath, as it were by the Beard, and ſlew him, and 


as he poured out his Soul, he trod with ſuch Vio- 


lence on the Lion and the Dragon, that had deceived 


the nations ſo long, that he 55 up his Prey, and 
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oy, "tis finiſhed! and 


our Shepherd cry'd out for 
| * immediately 
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immediately took a Part of his Spoil (the Soul of 
one of the Thieves) with him into Paradice, and bid 
all his Angels and Saints rejoice with him, for now, 
faith he, I have found that which I had bt. Yea, 
he rejoiced more, and there was more Joy in the 
* Holy Ghoſt and among the Angels of God over this 
Redemption, this ſaving his loſt Sheep, than over 
all the reſt of his vaſt eternal Creation beſide. All 
the Heavens, from that time to this, ring with it, 
Now is come Salvation! Now the Kingdoms of the 
Earth are again become the Kingdoms of the Lord and 
his Chriſt. Thus has he merited that great Name 
among his Churches, The Good Shepherd that grueth 
Ai Life for the Sheep.  _ „„ 
It will be proper now to ſpeak of the Sheep whom 
this Shepherd has redeemed; of the Fold in which 


they enter and are kept; and in what manner they 


are gathered and brought home to the Shepherd and 
Biſhop of their Souls : And this I will do firſt of all, 
and then ſpeak of ſome other Things mentioned 
in this Chapter out of which I have choſen my 
d oo IM 
In the Fall, all had been fo ruined and ſpoiled, 
and had fo loſt their firſt Make and Nature, that 
none properly ſhould be called Sheep but ſuch as 
are reſtored and waſhed again, and healed by the 
Shepherd of Iſrael. Somewhat of the Nature of 
Sheep we all have, namely, an Inclination to wan- 
der, and a being eaſily frighted and driven farther 
and farther from our right Place, and as Sheep, 
when one at their Head breaks Bounds and goes 
_ aſtray all the reſt follow, ſo have we done from 
our Youth up, we have erred and ſtrayed from his 
Ways like oft Sheep, But the Innocence and hae. 
* e 
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lef- Mature, che Love to the Shepherd, Et. we 


have not till our Nature is changed by the Holy 
T hoſe called by our Saviour h:s Sheep, are Belie- 
vers, People who follow him, who hear his Voice, who 


tnow him, on whom is his Mark, who enter the Fold by 


' Him, and to whom he gives eternal Life ; they hear his 


Voice. Although all the Children of Gd love the 


„ Scriptures, and hear joyfully the Preaching of the 


Goſpel, yet this is not what our Good Shepherd 


means. Many heard him in the Days of his Fleſh, 
as Herod heard John gladly, who nevertheleſs, as 
he tells them, did not hear his Voice. To hear his 
Voice, is to have him ſpeak to our Hearts, and 


_ awaken us out of our dead and carnal State, as it 


is written, The Dead ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of 


| Man and live. He teaches them they are loſt and 
Undone, ſo that they confeſs it from a certain Know- 


ledge and Feeling of it inwardly, and no Man can 


_ perſuade them it is not ſo. Should one try to con- 


vince them that they are not ſo bad, or in a loft 
or 2 Condition by Nature, it would be to 


them : ge 
or they hear not the Voice of Strangers. But neither 


Viice of a Stranger, they would not fallow it, 


is this all, for they hear the Voice of their Beloved. 


He who ſeemed to ſpeak roughly, like Joſeph to his 
| Brethren, when he awaked them out of their ſin- 


ful Sleep, he alſo ſpeaks comfortably like him, and 


falls on their Neck and kiſſes them. He ſpeaks in 
the right time, in the time of Love, and calls them, 
ſaying, ye are mine] your Sins are forgiven. From 


the Time that we live through Faith in him, we 


hear his Voice, we underſtand his Mind, Fe writes 
it in our Hearts, and there ſpeaks and commu 
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with us; and who id 2 1 to his he muſt 
E imagine himſelf of the Sheepfold of 7 ſus | 
Ws 
4 Sheep Yall bim. He putteth his own ; Sheep 
forth, and he gaeth before them and they follow him. 
This is Part of the Parable with which our Saviour 
began this Diſcour ſe, and is not ſo eaſy to be un- 
_ deritood by People in our Nation, becauſe, with us 
it is ſeldom ſeen that the Shepherd goes before his 
| Sheep, but generally after them. in other Coun- 
tries where are Wolves and Beaſts of Prey, the 
Shepherds watch their Fiucks all Night, and are ſo 
- continually with them, and ſo familiar, that the 
Sheep naturally keep near him, and ſhould he ga 
forward, they do too, or does he ſtop, ſo do they; 
and this the Shepherds learn the Sheep to do, ſa 
that, without driving, they can lead their Herds in 
E - out of the Fold, and into the Faſtures ea- 
1] ; 
LPR has taught his Sheep this Laika, He has 
fo Watched over his Flock, that as Jacob ſaid once, 
the Sun burnt him by Day, and the F. 8 conſumed him 
by Night, when he watched his Father Laban's 
Flocks, fo is it true of the Good Shepherd : He has 
laid doton his Life to ſave theirs, and has not beha- 
ved like an Hireling, who flees when' he ſees a Walf 
coming; but he has been their Saviour, and they love 
him, and his Life becomes an Example to them, 
that they may tread in his Footſteps : They are of a 
tender Conſcience, and afraid to do any thing 
without the Shepherd ; th ey walk where he walked, 
and go out after him bearing:bis Reproach; and as / 
was, fo are they, like Lambs among Wolves in this 
5 1 orld. Th ey follow him. Natural Men can ſee at 
at they are aiming, and muſt own they are Fel- 
Ny B lowers 


0 T. 

a Ether of the Lamb, and ſhall follow kim about whi- 

therſoever He goech. 

They cannot live 1 impure, or les; or A 

Lives; the Shepherd did not 80 that Road, neither 

will they. | 
They know Him. 7 know my Sheep, he faith, ond | 

am known of mine. 

| They have obtained like precious Faith with the 

Saints gone before, and have the Spirit of Chrift in 

them. They know who Jeſus is, they are not afraid 


| to call him Lord; they have experienced his Al- 
mighty Power and Salvation, and know in whom 
they believe. He is their own dear God and Saviour, | 


add his eternal Life is theirs. This he gives to 
all Believers : He that believeth hath everlaſting Life, 
and this is Life eternal, to know thee the true God. 
Al his People know hims: from the leaſt of them to 
' the greateſt of them. This high Attainment, this 
bleſſed Length to which they have arrived, fo as 
to be acquainted with God and at Peace with Him, 
has not been through any deep Study, or un- 
common Knowledge, or Parts, or Learning in 
them ( for ' the Children of this World are in their 
Generation wiſer than the Children of Light, and 
Babes and little Children is the Name our Saviour 
gives them) but it is given to them from above, 
they have been taught it of God; Fe * bas mani faſted 
5 himſelf to them. 
His Mark is upon 1 FOR Name is upon their 
Forebeads. As a Shepherd when he has found his 
| Joſt Sheep puts his Name and Mark upon them, fo 
does the great Shepherd of the Sheep ; but it is the 
Secret of God, the new Name written, which no Man 
* kngwett ſaving him that recerveth it. They have a 
ſecret inward Allurance that the Beloved has ſealed - 


them, 


chem, and that their Names are graven upon his 
Hands, and ſet as a Seal upon his Arm. Of this the 


Hoh Gho/t is Witneſs to them, and they being 


ſealed to the Day of Redemption, rejoice with 


unſpeakable and full of Glory. No Man can p i 


them out of the Shepherd's Hands. He has charged 

every deſtroying Angel, Come not near any Man on 
whom is my Mark. The Blood of Sprinkling is 
upon their Door Poſts, the Deſtroyer muſt paſs 
by and do them no Harm: This keeps them a 


quiet and peacable People; this comforts them 
amidſt many Misfortunes and Troubles; furely, _ 
can they ſay, I am the Lord's, His Name is upon 


me 


i They enter into the Sheepfold by Him. They know 


how they came among the Children of Gad, they 


were not born ſo, they did not come in by having 15 5 5 
had Abraham to their Father ; nor did they merit it 
by their holy Life, or purchaſe it with their Alms, 


but by means of Jeſus Chriſt they entered in; He 


opened his Arms, and they took Refuge there; 
He ſet open his Blood and they waſhed there; the 


Vail of his Fleſh was rent, and they eſcaped by that 


New and living Way. Had not he ſtood their Friend, 
they had aii, Lace without among the Dogs, and fear- 


ful and unbelieving to this Day. He became an open 
Door to them, and they entered in and were ſaved 
ile gives them eternal Life. This I have ſpoken 
of before, for this is to now Him, and the very 


Life he lived, the very eternal Life he has who 
bas dead and dies no more they have alſo, and ſhall 


never die ; their Bodies may lie wearied down in 


the Chambers of the Grave, and upon the Bed where 
he lay, but farther Hurt they ſhall not they cannot 


e WS, ſuſtain 
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ſuſtain. Their Souls cannot die, they cannot tate 
e Death, no Bitterneſs or Sting of Death ſhall grieve 
or trouble them at their Departure, they ſhall live 
in Time and in Eternity, becauſe Chriſt who is their 
Life lives, therefore ſhall they live alſo. e 
I ſhall now ſpeak of the Sheepfold, where he 
cauſes his Sheep to lie down at Noon, as Solomon 


ſpeaks, or where they dwell alone ſafely. This is the 


Church of God; for though others have always 
_ mingled with his People, and perhaps every viſible 
_ Troop or Congregation is a mixed Company, yet 
he has a Fold inviſibly. His Arms ſurround his | 
Flock, and as the Hills fland round about Feruſalem, =_ 
fo the Lord ſtandeth round about his People from this 
time forth for evermore. He that knows the Number 
of the Stars, and calleth them all by their Names, be 
knows his Sheep, and in the Day when he counts up his 
' TFewels will ſpare them, as a Man ſpares his Son that 
ſerves him. He leads them often out into green 
Paſtures, and feaſts them upon the hidden Manna. 
They diſcern the Lord's Body, and partake of the 
Droppings of the Sanctuary, and drink of that River 


which makes glad the City , God. Though others 
don't know them, or who they are, yet they know, 
and when any Danger is nigh they haſten into 
the Fold, and lie down in the wounds of the 


Shepherd, whoſe bleeding Hands ſtretched out, lie 
the Wings of an Eagle, are the Walls of the Fold, 


and all round wait the miniſtring Spirits, the 
Armies of the Lord of Ho!s. Shepherds there are 
alſo under the Chief Shepherd, Who are not Hirelings, 


but who feed the Flick which God purchaſed with his 
own Bled; theſe miniſter within the Fold, and 
watch and help the Flock, till the Shepherd eaſes 
them of their Office, and ſuffers them to enter 


_ where 
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| where the mixed multitude; are no more, but l 
are Sheep. round about their Shepherl. 


The general Way in which Zhe: Shepberd: IE 


| His Flath, is by the pfeaching of his Gospel; but 
herein the Holy Spirit i is the chief, if not the onl 
Miniſter, and is not confined to any Means. H. 


draws and ſelects out of all re and Nations, 


Souls for our Saviour; he gives them Ears to hear. 
his Voice, He makes them 4 willing People in the. 
Day of his Power, and leads them obediently 20 
follow the Lamb : He manifeſts and reveals Christ 


and his love to them, ſo that they know Him: 


Hie ſets the Mark upon their Foreheads, and He 
| ſeals to the Day of Redemption: He directs poor, 


diſtreſſed, and miſerable People to enter in by 
Jeſus and be ſaved; and it is he that inſpires them 
with Life eternal. 


But, beſide all that I 3 TY his muſt be ob- 


ſerved, that there is no way to become à Child of 
God, or to enter his Sheepfold, but by the Door 
Chriſt, Whoever attempts to make himſelf righte- 


ous, or to attain Salvation, or to go to Heaven 
any other way, are like ſuch as enter not the Houſe 
by the Door, but break in ſome other way, and 
are Thieves and Robbers, and fo ſhall God treat all 
ſuch as ſtrive by other Means to come to him. 
Again, we mult learn from ſuch Men who have 
crept into the Miniſtry for a Morjal of Bread, Men 
who preach for Hire and divine for Money, or, as 
our Saviour calls them, Hirelings, that though they 
care not for the Sheep, but feed themſelves and not the 
Floch, yet we have a good Shepherd to whom we 
can apply ſafely, one who lays dun his Life for the 


Sheep. And ſince ſuch men as I have mentioned 


ere in all Fes, let it teach us therefore not to ſlight 


all, 


* I 14 7 
all, or or deſpiſe the holy Office of Libourers i in 2 7 
Vi neyard, but let us count them worthy of double 
| Honour who rule well, and cleave the cloſer to our 


only High-Prieft and Paſtor, Je Jus, and put no whom 
fidence in any other. 
Again, there is yet another Doctrine to be men- 
tioned, and that is, that our good Shepherd laid down 
bis Life willingly. He was not obliged or forced, 
He had Power to lay it down, or if he pleaſed he had 
Power to take it again. The offering himſelf to die 
for his People, and deſiring the Sword to ſmite Him 
the Shepherd for the Sheep that were ſcattered, was his 
free Love. He was a Free-will Offering. His 


Mercy only led him on, and therefore does his Father 


love him, therefore do his Sheep love him, and 
hall for ever and ever. 


But now, how happy muſt they be who have - 
Part in his Favour, who are his People and the Sheep 
e his Paſture? How ſafe who have his Father to 
take care that no Man ſhall pluck them out of his 
Hands? How great Mercy is it that he invites us 


all into this Grace ? and has ſpoken all his Parables = 


with this view, that loſt Men might turn to the 
Shepherd and Biſbop of their Souls, and be numbered with 

bis Saints in Glory everlaſting. May you all, my 
dear Brethren and Siſters, be wiſe, and join with 
the Little Flack over which he is the univerſal Over- 
feer and only Head and Lord, and obtain of him the 
Aſſurance and Confidence that the Lordi IS your Shep- 
berd, fo ſhall ye not want. 


To Him be Glory for ever and « ever. Amen! 
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AH E Lord my Shepherd, He 
So careful is of me, 
That I ſhall lack no more, 
Or mourn that I'm ſo poor: 
No; now I quiet am, 


5 I'm rich, I have the Lamb. 


2 10 Paſtures ever green, 
The ſpotleſs Nazarene 
His Child ſhall gently lead, 


And 1 ſhall freely freed 
On Meat indeed, and Wine 


5 Drain d from himſelf, the Vine. "= 


2 By Rivers ill and deep 

Shall I my Vigils keep; 
His Word my Staff ſhall be, 
When bow'd with Miſery; 3 
When weary I may reſt 
On my dear Shepherd's Breaft, 


4 In Heat, the Croſs is made 
For all the Sheep a Shade; 
There under get they all, } 
More ſafe than in a Stall; 
No Thief or Robber there 
with ey time appear, 


re 


This keeps the Fold deus 


N | 6 Before the-Sheepfold's Gate 
8 often. ſee him wait] 37: 211 
His Enſign in his Hand, 


Thus tendery defends :- 
De all his F lends, 
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I-fall onboth my Knees, 
And nijnBeloved fpiifeg 7 
Who keeps me fate and le. 
Nor cdo * care ray med RE 
8 1 Pu we hid 1 N nN 
And bid farewell to Fear 
Becauſe J this believe, N 
T can no Harm receire, 1 
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